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Dear BBS Community,  

 

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone has adjusted nicely to 2017 and being back from winter break.  There have 

been many great things that I have noticed about Bright Beginnings since the time that I have started here and one 

of those observations is the amount of help and parent volunteers that we have on campus.  Thank you to all of our 

parents and volunteers for giving back to Bright Beginnings.  I know that our teachers appreciate the extra set of 

hands in the classroom.  Having a parent volunteer in the classrooms allows our teachers to elevate the level of 

curriculum that is used in the classroom during math and reading centers.  It also helps the teachers create more 

hands-on lessons since parents are there to help supervise and get the materials ready for the activities.  Students 

also benefit from parents who are involved.  According to the National Education Association, students with in-

volved parents are more likely to: 

 

According to the National Education Association, students with involved parents are more likely to: 

 Earn higher grades and test scores, and enroll in higher-level programs 

 Be promoted, pass their classes, and earn credits 

 Attend school regularly 

 Have better social skills, show improved behavior, and adapt well to 

school 

 Graduate and go on to postsecondary education 

 

If you do not currently volunteer in your child’s classroom, I encourage you 

to reach out to your child’s teacher on different ways that you can help.  

Even if you are unable to make it into the classroom during the school day, 

the teacher might have some activities that can be completed at home.  We 

all have an important part in the education of our children here at BBS and 

part of that is working together.   

 
Sincerely,  

Dr. Sophia M. Patterson 

Principal  

A Message from the Principal: 

January 2017 
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School Spelling Bee 

Congratulations to our Spelling 

Bee winner: Anuradha Anant 

Our two alternates are: Trinity 

Williams and Jack Yellig   

Wednesday, Jan. 25th is 
Hot Chocolate Day!   

 

The student council will 
be selling a cup of hot 

chocolate for $1.00.  They 
will be in front of the 

school from 8:00-8:30, or 
until the chocolate runs 

out!! 

 

Important Dates 
 

 January 16th—No School 

 January 18th—PTA Meeting at 7 p.m. 

 January 25th—Early Release at 1:30 p.m. 

 February 2nd & 3rd—Parent/Teacher Conferences.  Early Release at  

11:30 a.m. and no Aftercare provided.   

Students of the Month 

The school has started a Stu-

dent of the Month award.  

Every month teachers will be 

able to nominate a student or 

two from their class for this 

award.  They will receive a 

certificate and have a treat 

with Dr. Patterson.    

Parent/Teacher  

Conferences  

 

Parent/Teacher conferences are 

scheduled for February 2nd and 

3rd.  On both of those days, we 

have early release at 11:30 a.m.  

There is no Aftercare provided 

on those days.  Please plan ac-

cordingly for child care and pick

-up.   



Great Things are Happening in 

Your Child’s Classroom 
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Preschool 

 Unit focus is on animals (Pre-
K). 

 Preschool is learning about 
winter and nursery rhymes. 

 Additional focus on kindness 
and random acts of kindness 
with MLK day and Valen-
tines are coming up. 

 

Kindergarten 

 This month Kindergarten will 
celebrate the 100th day of 
school on Tuesday, January 
17th.  As a grade level, stu-
dents will participate in a 
Trading Extravaganza.  Each 
student will bring 100 items, 
i.e. stickers, erasers, plastic 
rings, and trade her/his items 
with other kindergarten stu-
dents.  

 We will study winter animals 
and what changes they have 
to make to survive in the 
winter months.  We will learn 
about the relationship be-
tween the needs of these ani-
mals and the places that they 
live.  

 When we begin our weather 
unit later this month, students 
will take a field trip to the 
Environmental Education 
Center at Veterans Oasis 
Park.  Students will learn and 
observe how and why our cli-
mate changes during the year.  
Through hands-on activities, 
students will be able to iden-
tify temperature, wind, pre-

cipitation, and storms and 
provide examples of how the 
weather affects people’s daily 
activities. 

 

First Grade 

 This month, first graders will 
be writing their 2017 resolu-
tions.  

 We will learn all about Rosa 
Parks, Martin Luther King 
Jr., and César Chavez who 
worked for and supported the 
rights and freedoms of others.  

 We will also begin our An-
cient Egypt unit where we 
will focus on the Nile River, 
pharaohs, pyramids, and hi-
eroglyphics that led to the 
advancement of the Ancient 
Egyptian civilization.  

 

Second Grade 

 We begin a new genre: fairy 
tales.  This is a fun unit that 
will cover many standards 
and builds on past standards 
taught.  Students will read 
two versions of the same sto-
ry but by different authors or 
cultures.  They will then 
compare and contrast how 
the characters react to chal-
lenges or conflict.  Students 
will identify beginning/
middle/end and gain practice 
retelling plot and literary ele-
ments in tales.  This will also 
scaffold for their culminating 
project of writing an alterna-
tive ending to a traditional 

tale.  Students will also per-
form a "fractured" fairy tale 
for their parents in February. 

 This month second graders 
will celebrate the Chinese 
New Year.  Students will 
learn about different coun-
tries and cultural traditions in 
Asia.  Lessons will focus on 
Chinese inventions that 
helped make life in America 
easier.  This unit will also 
give parents an opportunity 
to share with students their 
knowledge of different Asian 
cultures. 

 Our science unit will have 
students learning about the 
metamorphosis of a Darkling 
Beetle (a meal worm).  Stu-
dents will each get their own 
mealworm to watch go 
through the four life cycle 
changes.  Students enjoy this 
unit because they name their 
worm and do several experi-
ments with the worm.  This is 
a very hands-on unit. 

 

Third Grade 

 In third grade students are 
creating a Weather Station in 
science and a lap book about 
the U.S. Government in so-
cial studies.   

 Students are also learning 
about adverbs and their func-
tion in a sentence.   



Great Things are Happening in 

Your Child’s Classroom 
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Fourth Grade 

 In Mrs. Lathrum’s class, the 
children are reading a won-
derful novel called Bud, Not 
Buddy.  Bud is a nine year 
old orphaned boy looking for 
his father during the time of 
the Great Depression.  We 
are actively involved in many 
discussions about the Depres-
sion, how it is different from 
today, and the journey Bud 
takes to find his dad.  Since 
Bud’s mother died, he has 
encountered many interesting 
characters along the way and 
what it’s like to be on the lam 
(a runaway).  Ask your child 
about the Amos family, and 
how they treated Bud.  

 In Ms. Ayache’s class, the 
students will continue work-
ing on their reading projects 
with their reading groups.  In 
social studies, we are work-
ing in chapter 8 which is ti-
tled Arizona Reaches Out.  In 
math, the focus is decimals.   

 In science, the children are 
continuing to learn about 
how scientists classify ani-
mals.  Thanks to the parents, 
the children were able to ob-
serve live animals, record 
their characteristics and 
traits, and then compare 
them.  Our next area to dive 
into will be the five king-
doms, how they are different, 
and how scientists use the 
kingdoms to classify new liv-
ing things. 

 In writing, the children are 

continuing to write persua-
sive compositions.  They 
have been given two articles 
to read on dog breeders and 
the Humane Society and are 
now creating an essay on 
their opinion of which is best 
to adopt a dog from.  Their 
essay must include five para-
graphs in which they will use 
evidence from the articles to 
support their opinion.  This is 
their practice essay, which 
will be completed by the 16th, 
then a new topic will be in-
troduced on whether or not 
elementary school students 
should switch classes.  This 
essay will be graded using an 
AZ Merit rubric for 3-5 grad-
ers.  In addition to writing, 
the children continue to re-
ceive new Greek and Latin 
stem words each week to 
help them in spelling and vo-
cabulary and are working on 
4th grade common core gram-
mar standards. 

 

Fifth Grade/Sixth Grade 

 The 5th and 6th graders will be 
studying the characteristics of 
various features of our solar 
system and the universe dur-
ing the months of January 
and February.  During this 
time, the 5th graders will be 
preparing to experience a 
spaceflight simulation at the 
Challenger Space Center in 
Peoria, Arizona!  During this 
interactive mission, the stu-
dents will experience a dy-

namic environment modeled 
after NASA facilities and the 
best practices the organiza-
tion uses today to train its as-
tronauts and scientists.  This 
will be a fun, memorable 5th 
grade experience! 

 During the month of January 
both the 5th and 6th grade 
math groups will be examin-
ing ratios, rates, and percent-
ages---some of the most use-
ful math concepts in real life!  
Following this, geometry will 
be the focus for the 6th grade 
group and decimals for the 5th 
grade group! 

 The 5th graders will be busy 
researching the colonization 
of America, the 13 colonies, 
and the hardships and chal-
lenges that the settlers faced 
while creating a new life.  
The 6th graders will be gain-
ing an understanding of the 
impact ancient Greeks and 
Romans had on modern soci-
ety! 

 



Student of the Month  
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The following students were named Student of the Month for  

December: 

 Anuradha Anant  

 Anvay Arora  

 Tatum Bates  

 Kelly Benevento 

 Annabelle Chung 

 Madeleine Dobbs 

 Gabriella Dupnik 

 Ethan Eccleston  

 Brooklyn Gauthier 

 Olivia Hart 

 Carter Hulburt 

 Teagan Ireland 

 Conner Jena 

 Chloe LaCelle  

 John Lack 

 Dylan LaZear  

 Brooklyn Leib 

 Allie Luther 

 Jordyn Luzi  

 Javier Marin  

 Tyler Merritt 

 Aanya Mukherjee 

 Tanner Rahmatulla 

 Vienna Rosas 

 Emma Schultz  

 Lakshitha Senthilkumar   

 Siddharth Senthilkumar  

 Gavin Severa 

 Kylie Sgarbossa 

 Alex Start  

 Pierce Tallman  

 Aiden Tan 

 Sia Wadhwani 

 Isabel Weaver  

 Trinity Williams  

 Aleksander Wodzinski 

 Jordan Zuzak  



PTA 
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PTA Events  
 

 PTA meeting at 7pm on the 18th 

 Donuts with Dads on the 24th at 7:30 am 

 Bobcat Bites at Oreganos on the 25th 

 

School Cents  

 

January is a double points month for every store in 
Chandler Mall and we can log any receipt from 
May 1, 2016 through the end of the month.  Re-

ceipts can be turned in at the front office. 


