
 

 

The Bobcat Bulletin  

 

 

Dear BBS Community,  

 

I want to thank everyone for making me feel at home in the BBS community.  It is truly a 
privilege to be a part of a community where parents, teachers, and students care for each other 
and strive to build relationships that promote academic and social growth.  I am honored to be 
able to serve as your principal here at BBS.  I believe in keeping the lines of communication 
open and you are more than welcome to email me or call the office to make an apportionment 
to meet.  I look forward to meeting and getting to know everyone.   

   

The front office has started using Remind.com to send out reminders and important infor-
mation.  Remind is a free, safe, and easy way for us to reach you with important information. 
You can choose to receive notifications by text, email, or the app.  To join, just click on the 
following link:  https://www.remind.com/join/g4fk48.  In addition to Remind.com, the front 
office has also set up an email address to send out communication to parents.  The classroom 
teachers provided the front office with their parent email list so that we may send out commu-
nication directly to parents.  Please be sure to add noreply@bbschl.com to your address book 
to ensure that you receive all of the emails that we send out.   

 
Please remember that our Fall Festival is Saturday, No-
vember 5th from 2-5 PM.  I will be attending and I’m 
looking forward to seeing everyone there. 

 
Finally, I want to congratulate everyone for surpassing our 
goal for our APEX fundraiser.  Our school goal was to 
raise $10,000 from the fundraiser and I am excited to an-
nounce that our grand total was $14,650.18!  Great job 
Bobcats and thank you to our parents and community for 
supporting our school. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
Dr. Sophia M. Patterson 

Principal  

A Message from the Principal: 

November 2016 

https://www.remind.com/join/g4fk48
mailto:noreply@bbschl.com
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Lost and Found 

Did you know that we have a lost and found 

basket up in the front office?  There are always 

a few water bottles in the basket.  As the 

weather gets chilly in the mornings and hot 

during the days, we start getting a lot of jackets 

in lost and found.  If your child is missing 

something, remind them to look in the lost and 

found.   

Flu and Cold Season 

 

The flu and cold season is upon 

us.  Please remember to stay 

healthy by hand washing, cover-

ing coughs, no touching eyes, 

nose, mouth, etc.  If your child is 

sick, please have them stay home 

and our policy is that students 

need to be fever free for 24 hours 

without fever-reducer medicine 

before returning to school.   

Important Dates 

 November 4th-Last Day of Book Fair  

 November 4th-Grandparent Lunch on the Lawn  

 November 5th-Fall Festival from 2-5 PM 

 November 8th-NFL Day at 1:00 PM 

 November 11th-No School 

 November 24th-25th-No School  

Health Clinic 

The health clinic is in need of the 

following donations:   

 Braun ThermoScan ear ther-

mometer covers (fits IRT 4520)  

 Moldable ice packs  

 Hand sanitizer  

 Clothes in sizes 5-12 (especially 

bottoms)  

NFL Day  

 

BBS will be holding NFL Day on 

Tuesday, November 8th at 1:00 

PM.   Students, staff and parents are 

invited to wear clothing to represent 

their favorite NFL team and partici-

pate in our football related activities.  

We will be doing all activities on the 

playground.  Make sure to turn in 

your waiver.  All of this will be pro-

vided by the Cardinals.  
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Student Pick-Up 

 

If you plan to use the drive-thru loop for picking up your child(ren), you must 

enter and exit using Flint Street.  You WILL NOT be able to use the drive-thru 

loop if you enter by the post office on Carla Vista.  If you plan to use the parking 

lot for picking up your child(ren) you must enter on Carla Vista (the street by the 

post office). You must enter the parking lot using the NORTH entrance.  You 

may exit the parking lot using either the North or South entrances and must exit 

via Carla Vista or Andersen Springs.  Pay attention to the signs and arrows in the 

parking lot.  

 

Please follow these directions in order to keep all of the students safe and to ex-

pedite the process of releasing students:   

Dismissal:  

 Do not park on Flint St, Andersen Blvd, the cul-de-sac or the drive-up loop.   

 When using the drive-up circle, please pull to the furthest north available 

space. Do not leave your car.  

 The left lane of the drive-up loop is for re-entering the loop only. Do not turn 

right from the left lane. For safety reasons, we will not release your child to you 

if you are in the left lane.  

 Flint and the NS road in front of BBS are for ONE lane of traffic each way. 

Do not pass on these streets.  

 Students will be waiting on the sidewalk in front of the building.  

 Student will enter vehicles on the right-hand/passenger side.  

 Do not exit your vehicle, students will not be permitted to load into the trunk 

or rear of the vehicle; they must not walk around the vehicle on the left side.  

 Exit the drive-up circle when the cars in front of you have exited and you are 

clear to move forward.  

Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe!  



Great Things are Happening in 

Your Child’s Classroom 
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Preschool 

 During November the preschool 
students will be focusing on 
Thanksgiving. 

 When we learn about Thanks-
giving, we talk a lot about the 
idea of thankfulness, what each 
child is thankful for (lots of 
writing opportunities here!), 
whether each child's family cel-
ebrates Thanksgiving and, if so, 
what kind of traditions they as-
sociate with the holiday.  

 We will also discuss the first 
Thanksgiving and the idea of 
sharing what we have with oth-
ers.  

 

Kindergarten 

 Kindergarten will be covering 
force and motion and learning 
about the first Thanksgiving.  

 During the week of Thanksgiv-
ing, students will participate in 
a special day where they will 
learn all about what life was 
like for Pilgrim children. 

 

First Grade 

 Students will be investigating 
pumpkins by using their five 
senses and words that appeal to 
their senses.  

 During the first Thanksgiving 
unit, students will be learning 
about the interaction between 
the Native Americans and Pil-
grims, the ideas, cultures, and 
goods they exchanged, and they 
will compare the way people 
lived in colonial times to how 
people live today.   

 We are going on a field trip to 
the Phoenix Zoo on November 
10th.   

 

Second Grade 

 We are going on a field trip to 
the Wildlife World Zoo on 
Wednesday, November 16th.  

 We will begin our mystery 
reading unit in November.   

 We learn about Veteran’s Day, 
what it means to America and 
to our family, and the purpose 
of having a day to celebrate 
Veterans. 

 

Third Grade 

 In third grade, students will be 
learning more about the Native 
Americans and performing a 
play entitled “The First Thanks-
giving” for their study buddies. 
(Social Studies)   

 Mrs. Killingsworth’s class will 
also have a Thanksgiving Des-
sert with parents and the stu-
dents will read letters of thanks-
giving.   

 Mrs. Tripoli’s class will be cre-
ating a Giving Tree to show 
what they're thankful for.  

 In science, third graders will be 
learning about weather instru-
ments and how they are used to 
predict the weather. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Grade 

 4th graders will be going on a 
historical field trip to the Gold-
field Ghost Town on Thursday, 
November 10th.  

 In science, we are studying 
magnets and electricity. 

 In writing, the children are writ-
ing persuasive opinion letters. 

 In Mrs. Jimenez's classroom, 
the Purple Math group is work-
ing on a survey of their peers 
that they will transfer into a 
chart and graph representing 
their individual survey results.  
The Blue Math group is diving 
deep into multiplication and 
division using fractions.  

 Please practice multiplication 
and division facts 0-12 so each 
math class can earn points to-
wards a math party! 

 Mrs. Jimenez’s homeroom just 
started reading Matilda by 
Roald Dahl.  Ask your child 
about his or her writing prompt- 
about a time a book transported 
them into another world, or de-
scribing a time when they were 
so frustrated by a grown-up.   

 In Arizona Studies, Mrs. 
Jimenez’s homeroom is split 
into four ancient tribes: the 
Anasazi, Hohokam, the Sina-
gua, and the Mogollon.  They'll 
become subject matter experts 
about these archaic and vital 
pieces of our state history. 
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Fifth Grade/Sixth Grade 

 5th and 6th Grade is ready to 
rock out with Millard Fill-
more!  On Election Day, 
Ms. Sauriol and Mrs. Slay-
baugh’s classes will enjoy 
Childsplay’s presentation 
of Rock the Presidents!  

 JA BizTown® is a learning 
experience that teaches our 
5th and 6th grade students 
economic con-
cepts, workplace skills, and 
personal and business fi-
nances in a student-
sized town built just for 
them.  The students are 
hard at work learning about 
proper work ethic, econom-
ics, leadership, and team-
work prior to our visit on 
November 17th! 

 One of our current areas of 
study in 5th and 6th Grade 
social studies is the “New 
World and Colonization.”  
Keep an eye out for our 
New World Explorer Pro-
jects to appear outside the 
classrooms.  These projects 
showcase the research the 
students have done on the 
explorers who traveled the 
globe and beyond to dis-
cover new lands!  

 
 

 

 

Tech Lab 

 3rd Grade - Students 
learned how to create a 
Google Earth Tour.  We 
travelled all over the world 
to look at historical sites 
and landmarks to pick at 
least 5 destinations for our 
tour.  We adjusted our 
views by panning and 
zooming, and saved them 
just the way we want them 
to be displayed when flying 
through our tour.  We are 
getting ready to play as 
well as record our tour. 

 4th Grade -  The students 
created a Prezi about Ari-
zona.  We did a lot of re-
search to make our Prezi 
interesting.  We are now 
using our research and 
plugging it into a Power 
Point presentation.  We 
compare the two programs, 
which are so alike and yet 
so different.  The students 
will type two paragraph 
reasoning why they prefer 
one over the other. 

 6th Grade – The 6th graders 
are working in MS Excel.  
We are learning how to in-
put our data, using formu-
las, learning about the dif-
ference between relative 
and absolute cells, and we 
are creating beautiful 
graphs to display our da-
ta.     

Health and Wellness 

 We have had great success 
with our running club, in 
which students, staff, and 
parents are recognized for 
the number of miles they 
run outside of school.  
Since inception, we have 
over 40 participants who 
have run at least 5 miles, 
over 20 participants in the 
10 mile club, and two peo-
ple (Aleksander Wodzinski 
and Mrs. Nichols) who 
have run at least 30 miles! 

 Due to multiple requests, 
we are now beginning a 
Fitness Club open to all 
students, staff and parents.  
The club works just like 
the Running Club, in that a 
card is used to track fitness 
activity.  For Fitness Club, 
each card represents 8 
hours of exercise outside of 
school.  Cards are available 
on the Fitness Club bulletin 
board next to room 19.  
Pink cards are for Running 
Club, and blue cards are for 
Fitness Club.  Join the 
club! 
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Book Fair  

The book fair runs through Friday, 

November 4th.  Parents, please stop 

by before or after school.   

We also have Grandparents Lunch on 

the Lawn on Friday, November 4th 

which is another great time for fami-

lies to visit the book fair with their 

students.  

Fall Festival  

We hope you can join other BBS families at the 
Fall Festival on Saturday, November 5 from 2 - 5 
PM at BBS.  It will be a great way to spend time 

with your family and let the kids enjoy the amazing 
fall weather.  Admission, food and games are 

FREE!  It’s the PTA’s way of saying thank you for 
being a part of the BBS family. The event will in-
clude a chili cook-off, craft fair, festival vendor 

booths, music, games, food and family fun. 

Families are asked to respond, sign up to volunteer 

and see more details at http://evite.me/

u4dvna19XV.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A WIN-WIN OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERYONE! 

 

It’s that time again to make an important contribution to education at our school and receive an 

income tax credit for the full amount you contribute up to $400 (or $200 single). 

Thanks to you and your generous tax credit contributions, our Music, Art, Spanish, Technolo-

gy, and Character Education programs have continued to thrive. These enrichment programs 

are an intricate part of BBS and our goal is to continue to enhance and provide vibrant pro-

grams to our students through use of the tax credit dollars.  Last year our contributions reached 

approximately $65,000 and our goal this year is to exceed that amount and strive for $100,000.   

Although charter schools are publicly funded, the funding is approximately 20 percent less 

than district schools. What separates Bright Beginnings from a regular district school is that we 

give a quality education in a private school setting, as well as a caring and nurturing environ-

ment. Our goal is to always provide the best education for your child. 

Donations can be made to BBS by completing the tax credit form included in this packet or by 
downloading it from our website at www.bbschl.com.  Make your contribution any time be-
tween now and December 31st to claim the tax credit on your 2016 state tax return. Get family 
and friends involved by forwarding this information to them. As long as they reside in Arizona, 
they may contribute tax credit money as well. Checks can be dropped off at the school office 
or mailed in before December 31st.  

http://www.bbschl.com


 


