
 

 

The Bobcat Bulletin  

 

I hope that everyone is adjusting well to the new school year.  It has been great seeing all the smiling faces in 

the morning.  I am so honored to be back this year as the principal at BBS.  I believe in keeping the lines of 

communication open and you are more than welcome to email me or call the office to make an appointment 

to meet.  I am excited for the new school year and am looking forward to all that this year has to offer for our 

school and students.   

There are a few reminders that I would like to go over to make this school year successful.   

 We will continue using Remind.com to send out reminders and important information.  You can choose to 

receive notifications by text, email, or the app.  To join, just click on the following link:  https://

www.remind.com/join/g4fk48.   

 Please be sure to add noreply@bbschl.com to your address book to ensure that you receive all of the 

emails that we send out.   

 Remember that school starts at 8:30 a.m.  We open the doors and bring in the students at 8:20 a.m. and 

instruction starts at 8:30 a.m.  When students are late to class they miss out on valuable learning time. It is 

extremely important that students arrive to school on time, ready to learn.    

 Student and campus safety is a top priority at Bright Beginnings.  Please take the time to become familiar 

with our dismissal procedure.  A detailed map is included on the next page.  Please follow these directions 

in order to keep all of the students safe and to expedite the process of releasing students:  

Do not park on Flint St, Andersen Blvd, the cul-de-sac or the drive-up loop.  

When using the drive-up circle, please pull to the furthest north available space.  

Do not leave your car when using the drive up circle.  

The left lane of the drive-up loop is for re-entering the loop only. Do not turn right from the left lane.  

For safety reasons, we will not release your child to you if you are in the left lane.  

Flint and the NS road in front of BBS are for ONE lane of traffic each 

way. Do not pass on these streets.  

 Remember to send your children to school with a plastic or metal water bot-

tle.  No glass water bottles.   

 If you have not already done so, please join our PTA.  Being a part of the 

PTA is a great way to be involved and contribute to BBS.  In order to lessen 

the amount of emails you receive, the PTA newsletter will be included at the 

end of our school newsletters this year.   

Dr. Sophia Patterson 

Principal  

A Message from the Principal: 

August 2017 

https://www.remind.com/join/g4fk48
https://www.remind.com/join/g4fk48
mailto:noreply@bbschl.com
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Preschool Story Hour 

 

Bright Beginnings Story Hour is beginning 
Tuesday, August 22nd at 9 AM in the li-
brary.  Come enjoy a free engaging hour 
with your 3, 4, or 5 year old.  We will read 
stories, sing songs, and offer a variety of 
games and activities to enjoy with your 
child.  This event is open to the public, so 
please bring your friends.  Younger siblings 
are always welcome as well.  

Important Dates 

 August 8th—Back-to-School Night 6:00-7:00 p.m. Kinder & 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Grades 1-6 

 August 12th—PTA Pool Party at Hamilton High 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 

 August 16th—PTA General Meeting 7 p.m.  

 August 23rd—Early Release at 1:30 p.m.  

 August 23rd—Bobcat Bites at Chick-fil-A 

 September 4th—No School-Labor Day  

Do you need your Fingerprint Clearance Card?  
 

Community Wellness and Safety of Arizona will be present at Back-to-School 
Night, August 8th, to do fingerprinting.  This service is for new cards only.  A fin-
gerprint clearance card is required to volunteer in the classroom and attend field 
trips. Please follow the link to sign up for a time: 

 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/508084FA5AC2BA7FF2-fingerprint   

Library 

 

Thank you for all the wonderful do-
nations to the library.  If available, 
please come join us the morning of 
Thursday, August 10th for a library 
workday.  We will begin right after 
drop off and work for a few hours 
organizing our current shelves and 
adding all of our new books.  Please 
email Amy Bates at 
abates@bbschl.com if you are inter-
ested in volunteering.   

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/508084FA5AC2BA7FF2-fingerprint
mailto:abates@bbschl.com
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Otter Pop Sale  
 

This year’s Student Council is off 
and running.  They are trying to 
rise money for the school’s recy-
cling bin.  They will sell otter pops 
every Monday from 2:50-3:05 dur-
ing the months of August through 
October.  The cost is 25 cents.  We 
hope that everyone will participate 
in this cooling activity to help keep 
our school green! 

Best of Chandler 
 

Bright Beginnings Families...we know we are the best...now 
it is the time to show it!!  Stop by East Valley Tribune Best 
of Chandler's web site and vote for Bright Beginnings as 

Best Charter School, Best Preschool, Best Mascot and Best 
Teachers!  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/M53HN7Y  

You can vote as many times as you like! 

Spirit Fridays  

Don’t forget to show off your 

school pride on Fridays by wear-

ing your Purple BBS T-shirt or 

the PTA Bobcat T-shirt.  Our 

PTA is currently accepting or-

ders.   

You can download an order form 

at https://sites.google.com/view/

bbsptaaz/give-back.   

Thank You STUCO of 2016-2017 

 

We would like to give a HUGE thank you to our last year’s student 

council members for our brand new glass case bulletin board.  The 

students worked hard last year with various fund risers to buy a gift 

for the school.  The new bulletin board has been placed in the entry 

of the school and will be used to post different activities and accom-

plishments throughout the school year.    



Great Things are Happening in 

Your Child’s Classroom 
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Kindergarten 

 The kindergarten students will 
be studying Pete the Cat during 
August.  They will read many 
wonderful stories about Pete 
and learn about characters and 
setting. 

 The kindergarten classes started 
buddies last week.  The kinder-
garteners are teamed up with 
fifth graders and they will meet 
with their buddies once a week 
to work on reading, writing, and 
math. 

 At the end of August, the kin-
dergarten classes will take part 
in a Laura Numeroff author 
study.  The students will com-
plete many fun and engaging 
activities with the books.  At the 
end of the unit, they will write 
their opinion about which book 
was their favorite.  

 

First Grade 

 We will be learning about time-
lines, and how the events must 
be in order and tell a story.  The 
first graders will create a time-
line of their life at home and 
bring it in to share with their 
classmates.  

 First graders will begin writing 
paragraphs this month.  They 
will learn about a topic sentence 
and concluding sentence.  Their 
first paragraph will be about 
friendship.  

 We will begin our unit on frogs 
and toads.  The students will 
learn about the life cycle of 
frogs and toads, and similarities 
and differences of the two.  We 
will also have tadpoles in our 

rooms to observe the metamor-
phosis! 

 

Second Grade 

 In science, we will focus on the 
Scientific Method where the 
students will learn how to form 
a hypothesis, conduct the exper-
iments and determine if their 
results align with the hypothe-
sis.   

 Our Author Study will be on 
Maria Dismondy with a focus 
on character, classroom com-
munity and building friend-
ships.   

 The students are learning how 
to earn, budget, save and spend 
money using our class econo-
my. 

 

Third Grade 

 Third graders have begun read-
ing Amber Brown is not a Cray-
on and Fantastic Mr. Fox.  
They are also practicing their 
writing skills by answering 
comprehension questions on the 
chapters they have read. 

 During science class with Mrs. 
Tripoli, students are learning 
about inherited and acquired 
traits in people and animals. 

 In social studies class with Mrs. 
Killingsworth, students are 
learning the differences in rural 
and urban communities. 

 

Fourth Grade 

 Lots of exciting activities, pro-
jects, and fun learning experi-
ences will be happening in Mrs. 

Lathrum’s class this year.  In 
August, students will be reading 
and studying the novel Because 
of Winn Dixie, a beautiful story 
of a young lady who adopts a 
stray dog in a new town she just 
moved to.  Ask your children 
what happens as we begin our 
adventure with Opal and Winn 
Dixie (her dog).  In social stud-
ies, we will take a trip around 
Arizona and find out how it fits 
into the world.  In science and 
writing, the children will begin 
a unit on Classification of Liv-
ing Things and begin writing a 
career essay.  A potluck lunch-
eon will follow (details to 
come).  

 In Mrs. Whitesides Classroom, 
we are ready to take on this year 
and make it great!  Our first 
quarterly literature unit will be 
based off the book There’s a 
Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom.  
This book will help us under-
stand the importance of being 
kind and respectful to our class-
mates.  Throughout the story we 
will be learning important com-
prehension reading strategies 
like inferring, prediction, and 
picking out key details from the 
text.  

 In 4th grade we are stretching 
those brain muscles during the 
month of August and learning 
about estimation and multi-digit 
whole number multiplication 
and division.  We will learn key 
vocabulary words like prime 
and composite numbers, and 
greatest common factors.   



Great Things are Happening in 
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Fifth Grade 

 In ELA, students are focusing 
on informational text.  They 
will examine the features, criti-
cal elements, and purpose of 
informative writing while creat-
ing a piece of their own featur-
ing an event in history! 

 Students are studying United 
States/World Geography and 
the human and natural for-
mation of regions this month.  
Each student is hard at work 
researching a country of the 
world!  All of the hard work 
will culminate in a fun Multi-
cultural Feast showcasing the 
students’ chosen countries! 

 Students are learning about the 
nature of science, its various 
fields, and methods of inquiring 
about the world around them.  
They are actively testing the 
scientific method and learning 
how it is applied to the real 
world!  Later in the month, stu-
dents will be introduced to the 
structure of the earth and plate 
tectonics.  

 

Sixth Grade 

 Our ELA class is working on a 
unit about bullying.  We will be 
discussing why people become 
targets, how to help, and how to 
not be part of the problem.  We 
are reading the  book, Schooled, 
which tells the story of Capri-
corn, a young boy born on a 
hippie commune.  He is sudden-
ly thrust into a regular school. 
Enjoy reading it yourself! 

 The students are busy working 
on their shields/crests for the 
Renaissance Faire.  We will be 

making our tunics for the faire 
in January.  Our shields/crests 
will be hand sewn onto each 
tunic.  I will need some volun-
teers for making the tunics and 
helping to sew come January.  
We begin the year with a study 
of the physical makeup of the 
Earth and move on to study 
what makes a culture.  

 In math we have been doing 
assessments and review 
games.  In science we are learn-
ing about the scientific method 
and  using experiments to spe-
cifically learn how to write each 
step of the method proper-
ly.  We are learning this by do-
ing some fun experiments: reac-
tions from mentos in soda, Alka
-Seltzer tabs, melting gummy 
bears using different chemical 
reactions, and building different 
shaped tinfoil boats to deter-
mine how many marbles each 
will hold according to its de-
sign… a lot of team work and 
team building as well!  It’s go-
ing to be a wonderful year!  

 

Wellness 

 I would like to thank all the 
families of BBS for the very 
warm welcomes on my return to 
the school.  Our BBS family has 
always been so kind and 
thoughtful and I appreciate all 
the well-wishes.  I am very hap-
py to be back with the Bobcats! 

 In PE classes, we have been 
getting to know each other in K
-2 while playing some games of 
freeze tag and sharks and min-
nows, to learn spatial awareness 
and burning some energy. In 

grades 3-6, we are starting the 
year with various games of 
kickball to improve our coordi-
nation while learning catching 
and throwing skills.  We are 
also focusing on just enjoying 
being active for the sake of be-
ing active.  And we are learning 
the importance of deodorant, 
especially in these warm first 
weeks of school. 

 Students are always welcome to 
bring sunscreen, sunglasses 
and/or hats to PE classes.  

 

Music  

 Music this year is kicking off 
with both traditional and con-
temporary patriotic music.  The 
unit will conclude on 9/11 when 
we as a school come together to 
honor those who lost their lives 
on September 11, 2001. The 6th 
graders will be featured singing 
the National Anthem and the 
student body will perform “This 
Flag We Fly" as well as "Patriot 
Day.”  

 Once our patriotic unit has con-
cluded we will begin learning 
music from the movies!   Ms. 
Burke is always happy to re-
ceive song requests/suggestions 
so if you  have a favorite song 
that is featured on the big 
screen, be sure to email her at 
sburke@bbschl.com.  

mailto:sburke@bbschl.com


 



 


