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It is hard to believe that the 2016-2017 school year is almost over!  First, I want to thank everyone for making 

my transition as your new principal one that was seamless.  Everyone welcomed me with open arms and 

made me feel a part of the community. 

 

Students, you bring so much joy and happiness to our school.  It was great observing you learn and grow over 

this school year.  I enjoyed participating in the fun on field trips and being able to celebrate with you in class-

room parties.  I hope you have a great summer and enjoy your time off from school.  For those of you who 

are returning next year, I look forward to seeing you in July.  I am excited for the next school year and the 

memories we will make together.  For those of you who are moving on, I wish you the best of luck on your 

new endeavors.  A new school might be scary at first, but remember that Bright Beginnings was also new to 

you at one point.   

 

Parents, it has been a pleasure getting to know both you and your children.  I believe that having parental sup-

port and open lines of communication is an essential part of any successful school year.  The turn out that I 

have seen at all of our school and PTA events has been amazing to witness.  Every day as I walked the halls, 

it filled me with joy to see the active participation by parents working hand in 

hand with our teachers and students.  You are an important element of what 

helps make Bright Beginnings an excellent school.  Thank you for all you 

have done to make our year so fulfilling and memorable.  

 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Sophia M. Patterson 

Principal  

May 2017 
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Clean out your 
closets!! 

 

We want your 
gently worn 
shoes for Art 

Night!! 

Important Dates 
 May 5th-Art Night  

 May 9th-All school spring music concert  

 May 10th-PTA meeting at 8:30 a.m.  

 May 25th-Kindergarten Graduation at 8:30 a.m.   

 May 26th-Last day of school/Early Release at 

11:30 a.m. (No Aftercare provided) 

Art Night on Friday, 
May 5 

 
Art Night is on Friday, May 5th from 
6:00 - 8:30 pm.  This is a fun, free fam-
ily event where Mrs. Crocker showcas-
es our students’ work.  The evening 
will include food trucks, face painting, 
small items for sale made by the Art 
Club, student musicians playing, and 
5th and 6th graders will be holding a 
salsa tasting.  Returning students who 
are now in high school will have some 
of their work displayed to show where 
they are now in their art career. 
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The Notables 

 

On April 28th our 4th-6th grade choir, The Notables, attended a 
competition in California called Music In The Parks!  Due to be-
ing the only elementary school entered in the competition, the 
group decided unanimously to compete in the Middle School di-
vision.  We are so proud to announce that they earned first place 
and received a Superior rating!  The group celebrated their efforts 
and attended the awards ceremony in Disneyland on Saturday.  
We are so proud of you, Notables!  Keep singing!  
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City of Chandler Track Meet 

On April 22nd several students participated in the City of Chandler Track meet.  Overall, the students earned 

a total of 12 different medals.  Great job to everyone that participated!  We are so proud of how you repre-

sented BBS!  

 

 Dylan Bagley  

 Mateo Cozza  

 Evan DaRosa 

 Teagan Ireland 

 Landon German 

 Nishant Karri  

 Kavya Mishra 

 Malik Reyna  

 Isaiah Reyna  

 Jack White 

 Aleksander Wodzinski  

 Markus Wodzinski  

The following students won a ribbon for the event that they competed in.   

Boys 50 Meter Dash Age Group One 

 Markus Wodzinski  

 Malik Reyna  

Boys 100 Meter Dash Age Group One  

 Markus Wodzinski  

Boys Long Jump Age Group One  

 Mateo Cozza  

Boys Other Age Group One  

 Mateo Cozza  

 Nishant Karri  

Boys 200 Meter Dash Age Group Two  

 Aleksander Wodzinski  

Boys Other Age Group Two 

 Jack White  

 

 

Boys 200 Meter Dash Age Group Three 

 Landon German  

Boys Long Jump Age Group Three 

 Evan DaRosa  

Mixed 800 Meter Run Age Group Two  

 Aleksander Wodzinski  

Mixed 800 Meter Run Age Group Three 

 Landon German  



Great Things are Happening in 

Your Child’s Classroom 
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Preschool 

 Preschoolers will review 
ABCs and have fun with 
rhyming words.  They will 
also engage in a summer unit 
and continue to explore num-
bers, graphing, and measure-
ment with hands-on activi-
ties.   

 Pre-K is reviewing a lot of 
our math concepts including 
the ways to compose and de-
compose numbers to 10. We 
are also preparing for Moth-
er's Day and Parent's day par-
ties by doing lots of fun ac-
tivities to decorate our rooms 
and give as gifts. 

 

Kindergarten 

 In May, the kindergarteners 
are learning all about insects 
and butterflies. Both classes 
are observing caterpillars as 
they become butterflies.  

 During the week of May 
15th, we will study words 
that end in Y, and we will 
conclude the week with a 
Fancy Y party. Students are 
encouraged to come 
dressed  in their fanciest 
clothes. 

 On May 24th, both kinder-
garten classes will take part 
in a special graduation cere-
mony. 

 

 

 

First Grade 

 In social studies we will 
study different landforms, 
including Earth’s continents 
and oceans.  We will also be 
learning about communities 
and economics, including 
wants/needs, and goods/ ser-
vices. 

 We will apply all that we 
have learned this year about 
writing, and we will complete 
a special writing assignment 
about our mothers/
grandmothers/aunts.  We will 
also do a special craft to go 
with our writing.  

 We will reflect upon all that 
we have accomplished in first 
grade! The students will 
complete pages of a special 
book, “School Memories,” to 
take with them at the end of 
the school year. 

 

Second Grade 

 Second grade has been learn-
ing about American life in 
the early 1800’s. Our field 
trip to the Living Pioneer 
Museum added to the stu-
dents’ understanding of the 
lifestyle of early set-
tlers.  Each child will partici-
pate in a research paper high-
lighting the life of a person 
living during this incredible 
time!  

 In science, our classes will be 
“buzzing” with excitement as 
we learn about pollination. 
Students will participate in 

many hands-on experiments 
teaching this concept.  

 

Third Grade 

 Third graders will be reading 
the novel The Tale of Despe-
reaux by Kate DiCamillo.  
We’ll focus on characteriza-
tion and summarization as we 
read this exciting novel. 

 Students will use their per-
suasive writing skills to nom-
inate their mothers for Moth-
er of the Year in a fictional 
magazine. 

 We’ll be visiting the Natural 
History Museum in Mesa to 
learn all about dinosaur fos-
sils. 

 Our last week of third grade 
will be spent participating in 
S.T.E.M. activities and fun 
science experiments during 
our Mad Science Week.  



Great Things are Happening in 

Your Child’s Classroom 
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Fourth Grade 

 In Dr. Patterson’s class, the 
students are reading 
There’s a Boy in the Girls’ 
Bathroom.  They will be 
focusing on comprehension 
skills.  In social studies, the 
students will finish work-
ing on their factory project 
and getting ready for the 
Living History Museum.     

 Mrs. Lathrum’s class is 
busy writing poems, per-
sonal narratives, reading 
The Miraculous Journey of 
Edward Tulane, learning 
about weather & climate in 
science, and studying Ari-
zona’s history.  

 The 4th graders have their 
famous Living History Mu-
seum in May, so they are 
all busy researching a fa-
mous Arizonan from the 
past or one who is still liv-
ing.  If you get a chance, 
please drop by on Friday, 
May 19th, from 10:45am-
11:45am to visit the muse-
um.  We’d be happy to see 
you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fifth Grade/Sixth Grade 

 Ms. Sauriol’s class is hard 
at work “getting into char-
acter” as they prepare for 
their American Revolution 
Living History Museum on 
May 19th!  Students 
will  assume the roles of 
famous historical figures 
from the American Revolu-
tion, such as George Wash-
ington, Patrick Henry, 
Betsy Ross and Abigail Ad-
ams.  With the living muse-
um as motivation, the stu-
dents have approached the 
historical research on a 
much more personal level, 
“becoming” famous people 
who played a role in shap-
ing our nation!  With all the 
hard work the students 
have put into this, it is an 
event that is sure to im-
press visitors!  

 Every year, the fifth and 
sixth graders enter a poetry 
contest sponsored by Crea-
tive Communication called 
Celebration of Poets.  This 
year, nine students submit-
ted poems for considera-
tion.  Ordinarily, about half 
of the poems sent are re-
jected during the judging.  
We are excited to announce 
that all nine have been ac-
cepted for publication!  
Congratulations to Shanthi, 
Evan D., Lilly C., Taylor, 
Madison, Samantha, Lilly 

Z., Noella, and Ava.  We 
look forward to receiving 
our classroom anthology 
this summer.  



Student of the Month  
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The following students were named Student of the Month for  

April: 

 Austin Huang   

 Maanya Goswami 

 Lara Akbay  

 Keira James 

 Andy Saadallah  

 Jenna Lowe 

 Liam Stephenson   

 Joanna Hu 

 Meghna Malatkar   

 Carter Reed  

 Cara Ramey   

 Paige Satterlee  

 Lydia Dantzler   

 Mateo Angulo 

 Riley Grimm  

 Brooklyn Bates  

 Sarah McGree  

 Ania Rathore 

 Violet Welch   

 Emma Stoloff  

 Yuna Flynn   

 Navoise Gardner 

 Karly Banhart   

 Rishi Malatkar  

 Lauren Powell  

 Luc Nunes 

 Sarissa Monroe   

 Chase Riojas   

 Teagan Marsh   

 Noella Poyzer   

 Nishant Karri   

 Aadi Rao 

 Brady Keim   

 Dominic Fest   



PTA 
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Tickets on sale for music concert;  

volunteers still needed 

Tickets are now on sale for this year’s all-
school Spring Music Concert.  You can 
purchase your tickets outside of school 

each morning and afternoon.  We still need 
volunteers to help before, during and after 

the concert.  Please consider signing up 
at http://bit.ly/Spring2017Concert.  The 
concert will be Tuesday, May 9th at 6:30 

pm.  Pre-K through 6th grade will perform.  
It will be held at Sun Valley Church in 

Tempe, 6101 South River Drive, 85283.  

PTA Meeting  

Wednesday, May 10 

 

Our final PTA meeting of this school 
year is Wednesday, May 10th at 8:30 
am right after drop-off in the cafete-

ria.  We need as many people there as 
possible to plan for next year and 

hold elections.  We hope you can join 
us to ensure success for next year! 

Volunteer sign-up for next year 

now open 

 

The PTA has many opportunities for next 

school year to get involved.  Please visit 

the sign-up at http://bit.ly/2017-

2018Volunteers to check out all lead posi-

tions open and opportunities on commit-

tees.  We need to fill lead positions so we 

can include these events in our calendar 

and budget for next year.  Thank you and 

go Bobcats! 

May Bobcat Bites at CPK 

 

Our final Bobcat Bites of the 
year will be at California Piz-
za Kitchen at Chandler Mall 

on Friday, May 19th. 




