
 

 

The Bobcat Bulletin  

 

 

Dear BBS Community,  

 

The Arizona Measurement of Educational Readiness to Inform Teaching (AzMERIT) for grades 3-8 and the 
Arizona Instrument to Measure Standards in Science for grade 4 will be administered from March 28th thru 
March 31st, 2017.  

 

The writing portion of the AzMERIT for grades 3rd through 6th will take place on Tuesday, March 28, 2017. 
On Wednesday and Thursday, March 29th & 30th, the Reading and Math portions will be administered. The 
AIMS Science for 4th graders only is scheduled for Friday, March 31, 2017. Monday, April 3, 2017 will be 
left open for any makeup exams. 

 

Attendance during this testing window is very important so it is highly recommended to avoid scheduling any 
appointments or vacations that may lead to absences. Students that arrive late will not be permitted to enter 
the classroom until any testing that has begun has been completed. Likewise, we are unable to interrupt class 
to dismiss a student early if testing is in progress. As parents, we ask that you encourage your children to do 
their best and make sure that they get plenty of rest and a good breakfast each morning the week of testing. 
We encourage you to send healthy snacks so that they can have additional nourishment during their breaks. 
Also, know that your positive attitude about testing will rub off on your children. 

 

We ask that all families, Pre-K-6th, avoid checking your students out of school early on testing days and 
please limit volunteering hours during testing time. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Sincerely,  

Dr. Sophia M. Patterson 

Principal  

A Message from the Principal: 

February 2017 

Spirit Fridays  

Spirit Friday is starting Friday, February 10th!  Students are 

encouraged to wear BBS shirts or colors.  The class with 

the most spirit in the month wins extra recess. 
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Yearbooks  

It's Yearbook time!  Yearbooks are on sale 
January 30th through February 12th for $20 

each and $5 for Love Notes.  A limited number 
of yearbooks will be available for $23 the last 
week of school.  Last year we sold out VERY 
quickly.  Don't take any chances!  Order yours 

today! 

Food Drive  

The student council will be col-
lecting non-perishable goods for 

the United Food Bank. We will be 
collecting from Feb. 1st – Feb. 

14th.  

 

Our theme is “Give with a Heart.” 

Important Dates 
 

 February 15th -February 24th-Scholastic 

Book Fair in Room 19 

 February 17th-Lunch on the Lawn 

 February 20th-No School for Presidents’ 

Day  

 February 22nd-Early Release at 1:30 p.m.  

 March 13th-March 27th-No School for 

Spring Break 

 March 28th-Day 1 of state testing for 3rd-

6th grade.  Please be here and on time.   

 May 5th-Art Night  

 May 9th-All school spring music concert  

Book Fair  

The spring Scholastic Book Fair is 

around the corner! Sales start 

Wednesday, February 15th and go 

through Friday, February 24th. Do 

some shopping with your student(s) 

and join them for Lunch on the 

Lawn on Friday, February 17th. 

Bobcat Bites  

Please support PTA’s next Bobcat 

Bites at Chipotle on Chandler Blvd. 

on Wednesday, February 22nd from 

4:00 pm - 8:00 pm.  50% of the pro-

ceeds go back to our PTA, so please 

join us! 

Illness 

We wish to provide a healthy environ-

ment for all children. For the sake of 

others, as well as your own child, par-

ents are asked to keep home any child 

with a fever of 100.1 degrees or higher 

or other symptoms of illness such as di-

arrhea, hacking cough, vomiting, etc.  

A child should be free from fever or con-

tagious disease for 24 hours before re-

turning to school. If your child has a 

contagious disease, he/she should be 

kept at home and the fact of the condi-

tion reported to the school. Contagious 

disease includes illnesses such as: strep 

throat, pinworms, conjunctivitis (pink 

eye), impetigo, head lice, measles, 

mumps, chicken pox, scarlet fever, fifth 

disease, etc.  





Great Things are Happening in 

Your Child’s Classroom 
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Preschool 

 Preschool and Pre-K will be doing 
a Valentine's theme and doing lots 
of fun Valentine's Day activities. 

 In addition to Valentine's Day, we 
also learn a lot about kindness and 
good character.  

 February is Dental Health month 
so we also learn about how to take 
care of our teeth. 

 

Kindergarten 

 In February, the kindergarteners 
will be learning about extreme 
weather conditions.  Students will 
also be learning about the sun's 
impact and they will build a shade 
structure at home.  This unit will 
culminate with a kindergarten wide 
science experiment using the struc-
tures to see the sun's effect on 
earth.   

 To celebrate Valentine's Day, we 
will be learning story elements 
through fictional text that focuses 
on friendship.   

 We will also be studying U.S. 
symbols, with a special focus on 
the flag, the bald eagle, and the 
White House.    

 

First Grade 

 In the month of February, first 
grade will be studying sound and 
light in science.  As part of that 
unit, they will be taking a field trip 
to Skateland to participate in a 
STEM lesson on Sound and 
Acoustics.    

 In social studies, they will be stud-
ying important American symbols. 

 

 

 

 

Second Grade 

 Second grade is beginning their 
unit on Revolutionary War.  This 
will cover reading, social studies, 
and part of science units.  Students 
are exposed to why the colonies 
wanted to get away from King 
George, how they went about gain-
ing independence, and key histori-
cal figures during that time peri-
od.  Two different books will be 
introduced to help teach the infor-
mation.   

 In science it will cover some fun 
experiments on how spies deliv-
ered important information, this 
includes writing in invisible ink. 

 Second graders have been practic-
ing reading poems and a Reader’s 
Theater in which they will perform 
in front of family and friends. 

 

Third Grade 

 Students are learning about biog-
raphies and sequencing to help 
them research a famous per-
son.  They will organize their in-
formation to write a report and 
dress up like their famous person 
to present their work. 

 In science, we are finishing our 
weather/climate unit with our very 
own meteorologist project.  Stu-
dents have done research on a 
state’s weather, created weather 
maps, they’ll write a script to share 
the information they found, and 
we’ll videotape their weather re-
port presentations.  

 In social studies, students took a 
short break from our study of the 
U.S. Government to learn about 
Chinese New Year.  They made 
lanterns, watched a video of a Chi-
nese New Year Parade and ate for-
tune cookies.  They also learned 
which animal represents the year 
they were born.   

Fourth Grade 

 In Mrs. Lathrum’s class, students 
are still studying classification of 
living things in science and finish-
ing up persuasive opinion essays in 
writing.  In reading, the children 
are well into the novel study of 
Bud, Not Buddy and continue to 
learn about ancient and present day 
Native Americans in social studies. 
I’m so proud of all of my students! 
Way to go 4th graders – keep im-
pressing me! 

 In Ms. Ayache’s class the students 
are reading Bud, Not Buddy.  In 
social studies, we will be studying 
Chapter 9, Arizona in Modern 
Times. 

 

Fifth Grade/Sixth Grade 

 The fifth and sixth graders are 
studying historical fiction in ELA.  
The fifth grade is reading The 
Winter of Red Snow while the 
sixth grade is working with books 
from the Renaissance.  They will 
be recognizing facts from the story 
that come from the Revolutionary 
times or Middle Ages and how 
they are woven into the story.  
These books tell stories of children 
between the ages of 12-14 who 
lived in times  completely different 
from ours.  This leads to some very 
interesting conversations! 

 The fifth graders continue to pre-
pare for their upcoming trip to the 
Challenger Space Center.  We are 
studying about our solar system 
and all the structures it contains.  
They have also begun to do the 
activities needed to work at the 
jobs they will have during their 
‘space journey.’  Thank you to the 
parents who are driving us. 

 



Student of the Month  
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The following students were named Student of the Month for  

January  

 Rachel Bodner  

 Corynne Cain 

 Mateo Cozza 

 Katelyn Delgross 

 Jake DiSanti  

 Rachel Dory 

 Enila Dosela  

 Keira Eccleston 

 Katelyn Hardy 

 Madison Heiden  

 David Jin 

 Hazel Johnson 

 Helin Johnson 

 Kai Kaleta  

 Elena Karuppana  

 Tyson Leib 

 Noah Leptuch 

 Ayva Lobato  

 Alyssa Luoma  

 Taylor Luzi  

 Jasmine Mei  

 Rahini Mishra  

 Gabriel Robinson  

 Angus Sherer   

 Julia Snitselaar 

 Kali Sounart  

 Micah Stoloff 

 Kinsey Story 

 Alexandra Taylor 

 James Thompson 

 Rio Timmons 

 Sam Tognacci 

 Davis Trombley  

 Jack Yellig  

 Yuanhao You   

 Rafi Zaman  

 Claire Zienkewicz    


